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Biodiversity? What'’s the problem?

As we move into 2023 “Climate Change”, or more accurately “Global Warming”, has not actually
dropped out of the news with the Met Office telling us that 2022 in the UK was the hottest year ever
recorded. Most of us get the message that rising temperatures are bad news with the associated
medical issues of heat stress, drought, impact on food production, et cetera.

However, the real environmental impact of our actions is on the losses and depletion of

our ecosystems/biodiversity - God’s creation, Mother Earth, on which we are totally dependent for
our continuing existence on our planet. You will regularly see headlines, urging us to take action to
protect polar bears, tigers, elephants etc from extinction, that the world's coral reefs are being
destroyed because of acidification of the oceans from the additional carbon dioxide put into the
atmosphere from burning fossil fuels and so on.

Yet we have an even bigger problem with biodiversity here on our own doorstep. In a recent survey
31% of people stated that they were not aware of a threat to biodiversity in the UK.

Researchers believe that a target of 90% of biodiversity needs to be maintained by every country in
the world in order to avoid starvation. While some countries manage to maintain their biodiversity,
the UK only has 50.3% remaining!
“Britain has lost more of its natural biodiversity than almost anywhere else in western Europe, the
most of all the G7 nations and more than many other nations such as China. It is very striking — and
worrying.” Professor Andy Purvis, Natural History Museum.
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) acknowledges this and states
despite some conservation successes in recent years:
e asignificant proportion of the best wildlife habitats inside and outside protected sites remains in
an unfavourable condition;
e many species groups are in long-term falls;
e invasive species continue to increase in prevalence across the UK; and
e action is needed on funding for biodiversity and ecosystems in the UK.

On invasive species. Whilst progress has been made globally to reduce the negative impact of
invasive species, the reverse appears to be occurring in the UK. According to Defra’s own progress
report, the number of invasive species, tree pests and diseases in Great Britain has increased since
the last reporting period. An estimated 25 new listed species considered to be invasive have
established themselves in Great Britain in the last 20 years, causing environmental damage
estimated to cost £1.8 billion a year!

Of interest on biodiversity action - Professor Jeff Waage OBE, an ecologist and former member of
Defra’s Science Advisory Committee, said: “Ours is one of the most nature-depleted countries in the
world. The Government has made commitments to address this dire situation, based on excellent
scientific advice, but it is failing profoundly to deliver on these.”

On Government action - Last year, the Defra announced there would be a “pause” on reporting on
all biodiversity indicators in 2022 to allow them to review and improve the metrics, and bring them
in line with the UN’s targets!!!

Translates to - we will “pause” advising you about our lack of progress???



In some biodiversity good news, one might compare and contrast this clear lack of interest and
commitment by our Government to tackle biodiversity loss with that of Brazil where Lula da Silva
won a narrow victory against Brazil’s incumbent far-right president, Jair Bolsonaro.

During the four years that Bolsonaro has been in office, an area more than twice the size of Wales
(over 45,000 sq km) was cleared in the Amazon largely search for soya and cattle production.

Lula da Silva in his previous two terms in office, implemented a multi-year plan that slashed
deforestation by 80%. Now, he plans to replicate this success, by expanding policing and
incentivising communities to preserve the Amazon rainforest - one of the world’s most important
carbon sinks.

So what is the main causes of the biodiversity loss?

Intensive agriculture, monocropping, and the use of pesticides and chemical fertilisers.

Failure to remove microplastic and toxic chemicals, and to treat all our wastewater. The UK reported
400,000 illegal discharge events in 2021.

Failure by the Environment Agency to take meaningful action against the sewage undertakings, and
trivial fines when they do. Severn Trent Water were fined £1.5 million December 2021 - pocket
money to the CEO Liv Garfield, who earned £2.8m last year, let alone to the company.

Toxic black carbon soot from the combustion of fossil fuels, and very toxic black carbon from the
combustion of 300million tonnes of bunker fuel oil by the shipping industry every year, represents
20% of the worlds pollution.

Fast fashion, petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, cosmetics that we use contain very toxic substances
when released into our river and marine environments.

We need green chemistry and informed engineering, and effective water treatment to act as a
firewall to protect nature. Pending serious action by Government, WE can REACT to halt and
reinstate our biodiversity by taking the following actions:

Switch to a renewable energy supplier. In addition to reducing global warming impacts, the ceasing
of carbon dioxide emissions to the atmosphere stops the further acidification of our oceans that is
destroying its critical ecosystems.

Cleaning and grooming - opt for “eco” non-chemical alternatives.

Just buy less stuff, buy second hand and local produce.

Support sustainable food production - pesticide, herbicide and chemical fertiliser free organic.
Avoid using pesticides, herbicides and chemical fertilisers in our gardens/allotments.

Grass areas - leave to grow long and marvel at the resulting insects, butterflies, small mammals and
birds that appear.

Transport- 10% of micro plastics in our oceans is from tyres! Reduce car use - use two wheels or two
legs where practicable and choose nearby holiday destinations.

Cat predation of wildlife in urban areas is 30 to 50 higher than would occur naturally. Keep a cat
well fed, indoors for a good part of the day and at night.

Minimise the use of plastic. Avoid single use. Plastic wrapped and packaged?

Support/volunteer wildlife and conservation bodies.

Last, but not least, make it very clear to our politicians that WE do consider the saving and
reinstatement of our biodiversity THE priority?
Dave Stanley, dave@sustainability.works

Residents are welcome to join our Grimley Parish Council climate crisis working party.

The working party was set up by the parish council in late 2021 and consists of residents and parish
councillors. The group works broadly within the remit of the climate declaration made by the parish
council in 2008. These articles released by the group chair Clir Dave Stanley are published at his own
expense in the local parish magazine (and in the Worcester News (local newspaper)), are not voted
upon by the councillors and are included on the parish council website in order to provoke thought
and debate and encourage residents to educate themselves on the topics included.

Parish Clerk Lisa Stevens, 07950256363, clerkgrimleypc@gmail.com



