MEMBER OF WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

GRIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL - WORCESTERSHIRE

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF NOLAN PRINCIPLES AND signature to accept information relating to planning consideration
Produced by Parish Clerk 05/04/19.

This is a voluntary declaration undertaken by Grimley Parish Councillors as part of best practice and in the public interest.

NOLAN - The Twelve Principles of Public Life (previously seven).

The principles of public life apply to anyone who works as a public office-holder. This includes people who are elected or appointed to public office, nationally and locally. The principles also apply to all those in other sectors that deliver public services. They were first set out by Lord Nolan in 1995 and they are included in the Ministerial code.
The general principles governing Parish Councillor conduct are set out below:

Representation

1. Members should serve and represent the entire parish and it’s electorate (and families) and businesses. 

Selflessness

2. Members should serve only the public interest and should never improperly confer an advantage or disadvantage on any person.

Honesty and Integrity

3. Members should not place themselves in situations where their honesty and integrity may be questioned, should not behave improperly and should on all occasions avoid the appearance of such behaviour.

Objectivity

4. Members should make decisions on merit, including when making appointments,

awarding contracts, or recommending individuals for rewards or benefits.

Accountability

5. Members should be accountable to the public for their actions and the manner in which they carry out their responsibilities, and should co-operate fully and honestly with any scrutiny appropriate to their particular office.

Openness

6. Members should be as open as possible about their actions and those of their

authority, and should be prepared to give reasons for those actions.

Personal Judgement

7. Members may take account of the views of others, including their political groups, but should reach their own conclusions on the issues before them and act in accordance with those conclusions.

Respect for Others

8. Members should promote equality by not discriminating unlawfully against any person, and by treating people with respect, regardless of their race, age, religion, gender, sexual orientation or disability. They should respect the impartiality and integrity of the authority's statutory officers, and its other employees.

Duty to Uphold the Law

9. Members should uphold the law and, on all occasions, act in accordance with the trust that the public is entitled to place in them.

Stewardship

10. Members should do whatever they are able to do to ensure that their authorities use their resources prudently and in accordance with the law.
Leadership

11. Members should promote and support these principles by leadership, and by
      example, and should act in a way that secures or preserves public confidence.
Balanced Planning Considerations

12. Normally if Parish Councils' representations are to carry weight they need to be clearly expressed and must form a corporate view. 

What are planning considerations? 
In other words what matters can be taken into account when making representations on a planning application? Representations on a planning application can only be taken into account if they relate to material planning considerations. 

This does not include: 
· the fact that development has already begun (people can carry out development at their own risk before getting permission and the Council has to judge the development on its own merits); 

· the fact that an applicant has carried out unauthorised development in the past; 

· moral objections, for instance against betting shops, lottery kiosks or amusement arcades; 

· the belief that an application is submitted by an owner with the intention of selling the property at an enhanced value; 

· the loss of an attractive private view (for instance when development is proposed on the opposite side of the road to or at the rear of an objectors' house); 

· the fear that an objector's house or property might be devalued; 

· the fact that the applicant does not own the land to which his application relates (this can be overcome by agreement with the owner); 
· the fact that an objector is a tenant of land where development is proposed (the owner of the land can terminate the tenancy whether or not he carries out the development, and any consequences are therefore unrelated to the application); 

· allegations that a proposal might affect private rights, e.g. restrictive covenants; property maintenance; ownership and private rights of way disputes; boundary disputes; (such considerations are legal matters on which objectors should consult their own solicitor or advisor since it will not be possible for officers of the Council to advise as to such rights).

· arguments of a personal kind relating to the circumstances of the applicant 

The National Planning Policy Framework advises that: “Planning law requires that applications for planning permission must be determined in accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations indicate otherwise.” Examples of material planning considerations can include some or all of the following although it should be noted that this list is not exhaustive: 
· The National Planning Policy Framework 

· South Worcestershire Development Plan 

· Government Planning Policy Guidance and Circulars 

· The environmental qualities of the surrounding area or the visual character of a street (this includes the scale, design and materials of buildings and the landscaping of a site); 

· Residential amenity and privacy of dwellings 

· The character of an area in other senses (in terms of noise or other forms of pollution); 

· Road safety. This might include issues relating to car parking, dangerous access or traffic generation 

In summary, a local planning authority has in most cases a maximum of eight weeks from the date an application Is submitted to determine the application (unless an extension of time is agreed) If the local planning authority refuse planning permission or impose conditions which an applicant does not agree with they have the right to appeal to the Secretary of State. 

The Council cannot refuse an application unless it can put forward good reasons that could be supported at appeal. If it acts unreasonably (e.g. cannot support its case at appeal) then it may have to pay costs.
I (insert name)……………………………………………………………………………………………………    
      

having been co-opted/elected (delete as app) to the office of Member (Councillor) of Grimley Parish Council, hereby declare that I have received, understood and accepted the principles described above.

Signed:   
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




Dated:   
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

